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Sheriffs of Halifax County



History
 Originally the home of Tuscarora Indians then settled in the 

early 18th century by English colonists migrating south from 
Virginia & New Jersey

 All territory within the boundaries of Edgecombe County 
north of Fishing Creek and Rainbow Banks on the Roanoke 
River which was approximately 711 square miles, was 
officially designated as Halifax County on January 1, 1759 & 
Enfield was the original County Seat

 Halifax Resolves passed April 12, 1776
 Current census shows  total area of 731 square miles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The town of Halifax was established in 1757 but not the original county seatUnsure when Halifax became the county seat



Enfield Riots
 In January 1759 about 24 men travelled to Edenton, 

kidnapped the Earl of Granville’s land agent & “Assistant 
Judge” Francis Corbin & brought him back to Enfield

 Allegations of malfeasance, charged excessive rent fees, 
purposeful granting of the same tract of land to multiple 
grantees, extortion & corruption

 The kidnappers, known as the Rioters, established an 
extralegal jurisdiction to enforce the law- took matters into 
their own hands

 Held Corbin & co-conspirator Thomas Bodley in the Enfield 
jail for 4 days
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Presentation Notes
At this time “judges” were  a law authority, tax collectors , land record clerks, etc.The rioters were unable to “prosecute” another land agent, John Haywood.  Corbin’s subordinate had died shortly before the Enfield Riot.  The rioters were skeptical of this news.  With shovels in hand, they dug until they reached Haywood’s body. Only until then, did they believe Corbin’s word. (Later they were charged with grave desecration.)



Enfield Riots (cont.)
 Judge William Hurst was one of the “rioters”
 Corbin & Bodley were freed after they agreed to set the 

record straight & admit the corruption
 Corbin was relieved of his duties but Chowan county voted 

him in the General Assembly
 A court accused the kidnappers & they were imprisoned in 

the Enfield jail after Corbin reneged
 On May 14, 1759 a mob broke into the jail & freed the men 

in what is known as the Second Riot 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Enfield Riots are important to note because the distrust of the British Crown and the rule of royal governors continued to create unrest in eastern North Carolina until the colony became the first to recommend American Independence-  this led to “Halifax Resolves”



Joseph Anderson House
1899- 1902 and 1907-1925
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Sheriff Joseph Anderson HouseServed as Sheriff of Halifax County twice.Served 1899 to 1902Served 1907 to 1925Was a Sheriff that never carried a gun  (Today is not uncommon)Sheriff House also served a 2 year term in the lower House of NC Legislature from 1895-1896He was farmer, lumberman, and an expert machinist.Sheriff House was a Methodist and a Mason in the Royal Hart LodgeHe was born, raised and died in Thelma   



F.P. Shields                                     J.R. Patterson
1904 & March 1906    Dec 1905, Nov 1906, June 1907

G.H. Johnson Joe L. Riddick
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G.H.Johnson  served 1928-1938  from the documentation I have pieced together



Joe L. Riddick
Took oath of office on December 20, 1938



Harry Allen House
September 1940- December 1966
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Presentation Notes
Sheriff Harry Allen HouseServed from September 1940 to December 1966Born July 30, 1890 in Thelma.Sheriff House was appointed to fill the unexpired term of Sheriff term of Sheriff Joe L. Riddick. He also worked as a deputy under Sheriff G.H. Johnson.He started the Halifax County Law Enforcement AssociationHe served as the Director for the National Sheriff’s Association for a one year term.



John Rueben Daniel
December 1966- November 1970
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Presentation Notes
Sheriff John “Ruben” DanielServed from December 1966 to November 1970Resigned as Sheriff on November 19, 1970 to accept a position as a magistrate of District Court.During his service as Sheriff, automobiles were first furnished to the Sheriff’s Office.The Sheriff’s Office moved from the court house to the jail.Prior to being sheriff, he served as the police chief for Roanoke Rapids and the ABC officer for Halifax.Granddaughter works in the court system now under the Clerk of Court, Becky Spragins. 



William Clarence “Bill” Bailey Jr.
November 1970- December 1986
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Presentation Notes
Sheriff William “Bill” Bailey Jr.Was appointed after Sheriff Daniel resigned.Served as Sheriff from November 1970 to December 1986.Started his career as a police officer in Roanoke Rapids in 1954.He was appointed as a deputy by Sheriff Harry House.Served as the Chief Deputy under Sheriff Ruben DanielSheriff Bailey was loved by many as he served and helped the community.



M. L. Stallings
December 1, 1986- December 31, 1996
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Sheriff M.L. StallingsWas elected in 1986. Served from December 1986 until his retirement on December 31, 1996Prior to his service as Sheriff, he served as a police officer for the City Of Raleigh; Superintendent of Caledonia Prison; and a Supervisor of Adult Probation and Parole of Halifax and Northampton Counties. Sheriff Stallings’ developed a rank structure which is similar to the structure still used today.He was originally from Franklin County.He and his wife, Annette Hart Stallings currently reside in Roanoke Rapids



Jeff P. Frazier
January 1, 1997- June 30, 2013
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Sheriff Jeff P. FrazierWas appointed to fill Sheriff Stallings last term.Served from January 1, 1997 to June 30, 2013Sheriff Frazier was born and raised in Weldon, NC  and graduated from Weldon High School.He was appointed as a deputy sheriff by Sheriff Bailey in 1982.In 1988, Frazier left the Sheriff’s Office as full time deputy and became the Director of Transportation for Halifax County Schools where he remained until he was appointed as Sheriff. Sheriff Frazier retired with 16 years as Sheriff.Sheriff Frazier and his wife, Sharon, currently reside in the Enfield community 



Wes Tripp
August 7, 2013 to current day
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Presentation Notes
Sheriff Wes TrippServed as Sheriff from 2013 to presentSheriff Tripp was appointed sheriff in 2013 to fill Sheriff Frazier’s unexpired term.He started as a detention officer in 1984 after being hired by Sheriff Bill Bailey.Attended Basic Law Enforcement Training at the NC Justice Academy in 1985.Worked as deputy under Sheriff Bailey, Sheriff Stallings and Sheriff Frazier. Promoted to Chief Deputy by Sheriff Frazier where he served for 6 years before being appointed Sheriff.3rd Degree Mason and Shriner and a member of the Masonic Lodge in Littleton and Halifax.Began many different charity programs for the youth.Born in Richmond, Va. and raised in Halifax County.He and his wife Karen of 34 years, reside in Roanoke Rapids. 



Remembering Our Fallen



Deputy Sheriff Charlie Marion Hawkins
EOW Sunday, February 27, 1916

Deputy Hawkins was shot and killed while attempting to serve a warrant on a man for attempting to 
leave the state without paying for boarding.  The suspect was armed with a shotgun and shot Deputy 
Hawkins in the chest.

The suspect was apprehended the next day near Littleton.  He was convicted of murder and sentenced 
to death.  His sentence was later commuted to life.

Deputy Hawkins was survived by his wife and seven children.  He was 45 years old.
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Served under Sheriff J. A House



Deputy Sheriff James Edward Perry, Sr.
EOW Sunday, January 25, 1931
Deputy Sheriff James Perry was shot and killed while he and another deputy attempted to serve a 
search warrant on a man suspected of making illegal whiskey.
Deputy Perry was struck by a shotgun blast as he displayed the search warrant to the suspect.  The 
suspect then shot at the second deputy, who returned fire and killed the suspect.
Deputy Perry was survived by his wife and eight children.  He was 43 years old and had served with the 
Sheriff’s Office for two years.



Deputy Sheriff William Albert Pope
EOW Wednesday, April 3, 1940

Deputy Sheriff William Pope was shot and killed while serving a bench warrant on a suspect who fled 
from the Halifax County Recorder’s Court before paying a $25 fine.

He was shot when he went to serve the warrant at the lumber mill where the man worked as a night 
watchman.  The man was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to 30 years in prison.

Deputy Pope was survived by his wife, mother, two brothers and three sisters.  He was 24 years old.



Deputy Sheriff Lofton Iry Floyd
EOW Tuesday, July 24, 1956
Deputy Sheriff Lofton Iry Floyd was shot and killed while serving a warrant on a formal mental patient.  
Deputy Floyd along with the sheriff and another deputy were trying to arrest a 26 year old male for 
using his father’s automobile without permission.
Deputy Floyd was fatally shot by a blast from a shotgun fired from the suspect’s home.  The suspect was 
tried for first degree murder, convicted and was committed to the state institution for the criminally 
insane.
He was 46 years old.
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Presentation Notes
Served under Sheriff Harry Allen House



Deputy Sheriff William McKinley Goodwin
EOW Sunday, March 2, 1969

US Navy Veteran Deputy Sheriff William Goodwin was killed when his patrol car was struck by a train 
at a railroad crossing on rural paved road 1423, near Halifax.

Deputy Goodwin had served for only 5 months and was the Halifax County Sheriff’s Office’s first 
African American deputy.  He had also served with the Roanoke Rapids Police Department for one 
year.

He was survived by his wife and was only 23 years old.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Served under Sheriff Rueben Daniel



Source Citations:

NorthCarolinaHistory.org:  An Online Encyclopedia, “Lunsford Lane” (by Troy Kickler), 
http://northcarolinahistory.org (accessed August 15, 2005)
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